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once and wait no longer for a remnant of your cavalry. There is great danger
of delay resulting in a campaign back to the Ohio River.' He would obey
the order, responded Thomas, adding his belief it would be hazardous \vith
the small force of cavalry at his service. Stanton the next day indulged him-
self with the telegraphed remark to Grant: 'Thomas seems unwilling to
attack because it is hazardous, as if all war was anything but hazardous/
Should Thomas have lashed out at Hood with all he had there in early
December? Around this question military strategists of either desk or field
could argue long. Thomas was naturally slow-moving, .preferred walking
his horse to a gallop. In the fierce and tumultuous campaign before Atlanta
Sherman wrote of one action that it was 'the only time during the campaign
1 can recall seeing General Thomas urge his horse into a gallop*. Yet Thomas
also, as Sherman saw Mm, had on occasion granite-and-glacier certainty of
movement.
On December 8th Grant wired Halleck: If Thomas has not struck yet, he
ought to be ordered to hand over his command to Schofield. There is no
better man to repel an attack than Thomas but I fear he is too cautious to
ever take the initiative.*
Grant tried on this December 8th a further telegram to Thomas: 'Why not
attack at once? By all means avoid the contingency of a foot-race to see which,
you or Hood, can beat to the Ohio.1 Thomas still delayed. In cavalry Hood
outnumbered him four to one; he was getting remounts and hoped to have a
force of 6000. He wired Grant that in troop concentration and transport *I
have made every effort possible*.
On Halleck's telegraphing Thomas that Grant was uneasy about the deky
Thomas answered that he felt conscious of having done everything in his
power to prepare, *and if General Grant should order me to be relieved, I
will submit without a murmur . . . The troops could not have been gotten
ready before this ... A terrible storm of freezing weather has come on'. The
rain froze as it fell. A sheet of ice glazed the ground. Men and horses slipped.
The weather favoured defence. Grant to Thomas: CI have as much confidence
in yoor conducting a battle rightly as I have in any other officer; but it has
seemed, to me that you have been slow, and I have had no explanation of
affairs to convince me otherwise/
Thomas called Ms corps commanders, told them of the orders to attack
Hood. The generals agreed that their commander should not fight till he
was .ready on the slippery hills around Nashville. No news of an attack
ixadimg Grant, he wired December nth: Xet there be no further deky,*
Tlioiaas replying; *I will obey the order as promptly as possible. The whole
cototry is covered with a perfect sheet of ice and sleet.* He would have
tttadbd 'yesterday had it aot been for the storm'.